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Community
Represents
Milwaukee’s

Musical

you don’t, too many good bands are going
‘ tobeswallowedup.” -
Noegel added that New Community is a
_vehicle designed to supplement the Mil-
waukee music scenc. It’s open to any orig-
inal music band that wants a stage for their
music. : -
“New Community is an effort to show
other places that we have music here, we
have poetry, we have culture” Noegel said.

“This is the home of the community, the
home of the culture.”

Future

BY BILL CONROY

You might see the lead singer for Dear
John stripping off his clothes while suck-
ing on a microphone.

You might see the guitarist for Alien
Farm striking out a psychedelic-punk solo
while dressed in a priest’s smock and wear--
ing a painted face.

Or you might see the The Squares’ lead
singer clad in blue jeans playing a folk-rock
ballad on an acoustic guitar. ¢

1t’s called New Community. The idea is
to create a music coop that can stage three
acts on a weekend night for $3 bucks at the
door.

Dan Hintz, vocalist for Alien Farm,
which is one of the New Community
bands, claims that as many as 13 bands
have rallied behind the idea of New Com-
munity, which he likes to describe as a
genesis for a new Milwaukee music cul-
ture. Most of the bands in New Communi-
ty, he explained, are tired of banging their
guitars against the walls of the local club
scene. . ’

“There are less and less clubs in town
that book bands that play original music.”
said Mike Benign, a singer and rhythm
guitarist for Umbrella Man, another local
band that claims allegiance to New Com-
munity. “Our band and others have trouble
getting booked into clubs that are looking
for a more mainstream appeal.

“So our own interests are being promoted
by participating in New Community be-
cause we get a guaraniced job, plus we get
to meet other musicians and share ideas.”

New Community was created to offer

&

' bands and the audience an altemative, a new

scene. :
“Most of the bands that are part of New
Community were bummed out with con-
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other clubs that are willing to host New
“Community shows.

“I hope withip six months this will be

something that people have in their heads,

tinually battling to get booked into the that every two weeks on a Friday or Satur-
club scene.” Hintz said. “So we decided to day night they know their’s going to be a
figure out a way to subvert the process.” ~ New Community show,” he said. “The

Jim Warchol, who does vocals and plays shows will feature three very different bands
guitar for the Wild Angels, which is also a and also a whole bunch of other interesting
New Community band, explained that the things, which may be tape-loop collages,
club scene in Milwaukee has become a installation art, poets, videos or anything.”
“vicious circle®* because there are more  The other appeal of the New Communi-
bands than good club dates, and in most ty, says Hintz, is the diversity of the audi-
cases, its the same bands that get the good ence that turns out for the shows.
dates. / “Just the fact that you are bringing to-

“Many bands are in a situation where gether three different bands and their com-
they need to play on weckends to get a munities means you’re going to have a di-
good draw, but if they don’t have a good verse cross-section of people,” he said.
draw, they can’t play the weckends,” Hintz  Hintz, Warchol and Noegel stressed that
said. no one owns or controls New Community.

“I¢’s a Catch 22 that’s been invented, and  It’s anarchy in motion, a “morphic field” as
it’s inherent in the system of how they Hintz describes it.
book bands” added Scott Noegel, guitarist ~ However, the three New Commuinity
and musical improviser for Alien Farm.” - spokesmen said, when it comes to organiz-
Sour grapes? After all, the big-name ing the shows, they could be described as
haﬁdq tin }ol\:n have'paid their dues. the “structuralists” behind the scene.

‘Most of the musicians in New Commu-  “We’ TP
nity are in their early 20s and are just said Mal;iyn?;;g:? (g)lflig:i‘:t (f:;mux:;un;lg,
brﬁalqng into the local scene. __male band the Sirens. “We are I k? L

essed. “All it does is create a self-per- Chicago, so New Community isn’ .
petuating hierarchy in the Milwaukee mu- thing we’re into at this pomLZ Frome

sic scene. ) *“But we think it’s a good id. i
C. el : ; ea, especiall,
dcsNew Cogxmumty is secking to totally if they can get it to 11%e point whixl"e :?llez
troy that. are playing other clubs.” :

The concept behind New Community is ~ According to the N i
to offer an audicnce a bill with three acts on spokesmen, gMilwaukee izzor?s?tzrn;:i“gz
?weekend night for $3 bucks. The bands of the hottest music spots in the nation
in New Community rotate gigs and the or- Tight up there with Athens, Georgia, and
der of appearance, and they split the take at Austin, Texas. They said the city has an
the door. abundance of talented, original bands.

}t ’s meant (o be a fair way of showcasing ~ But Noegel stressed that Milwaukee is
original music without having to deal with lacking a unified musical culture to support
the stresses of ego and competition on or its scene. : ‘
off the stage. : - “The artists i this city are starving, and

New Community has staged three shows OUT Tent isn’t even as expensive as 'New
to Qale, a!l at Club Garibaldi, 2501 S. Su- York” he said. “And what that does is
perior. Hintz explained that the past shows SPawn people to sell out because they say
have been limited to musical performances, “We can’tdo it this way” S
but he said the intention is to open the _ “SO wherever there is this culture grow-
shows up to artists from all mediums. ing, it’s important to unify it as fast as you

Another goal of the band coop is to find can and as strong as you can, because if

playing other cities like Madison and -

Warchol said the Milwaukee music scenc
has an undercurrent that is potentially self-
destructive. He said often the art of the
music is lost in the scramble to “get higher
up the local ladder.

“Yeah, we’ve had a couple of bands that
really couldn’t sacrifice their egos to play,”
he said. “They’d say ‘We’re opening up for
loads of national acts, and we don’t want to
hang around and see if New Community
takes off or not.””

“But it’s not whether it takes off. The
point is that the ands that are part of New
Community are working together, helping
each other, and showcasing each other so
more bands can get more exposure.”

“Each band is out there trying its
damnedest.”

The next New Community show will be
at Club Garibaldi on April 3 and will fea-
ture Drake Scott, the Ball Turrct Gunners,
and Alien Farm.

Garabaldi will host another New Com-
munity show on April 25.




